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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1949 


Divisional  Health  Office, 
Boeoughgate, 

Otley. 

August,  1950. 

Me  Chairman,  Madam,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the  report  on  the 
health  of  the  district  during  the  year  1949. 

SECTION  l  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births 

The  birth-rate  of  14-0  per  1,000  population  is  higher  than  the  figure  of 
12*5  for  the  previous  year.  It  is,  however,  lower  than  the  rate  for  the 
Administrative  County  of  the  West  Riding  which  is  17-2,  and  also  for  the 
aggregate  of  rural  districts  throughout  the  country,  which  is  18-4. 


The  number  of  deaths  recorded  was  one  less  than  in  1948.  The  crude  death 
rate  at  11-3  per  1,000  population  is  therefore  almost  the  same  as  in  the 
previous  year.  This  rate  is  slightly  less  than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales, 
and  for  the  Administrative  County,  and  slightly  higher  than  the  rate  for  the 
aggregate  of  rural  districts. 

When,  however,  statistical  adjustment  has  been  made  for  the  age 
composition  of  the  population,  the  adjusted  death  rate  for  the  Wharfedale 
Rural  District  is  11-4,  compared  to  an  adjusted  death  rate  for  the  aggregate 
rural  districts  of  12-0.  The  average  age  at  death  has  been  high,  and  the 
commonest  causes  have  been  cancer  and  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory 
system.  In  the  winter  months,  a  number  of  deaths  from  respiratory  diseases 
were  recorded. 


Stillbirths 

Only  one  stillbirth  was  recorded,  giving  a  stillbirth  rate  of  12-0  per  1,000 
live  and  stillbirths. 


Infant  Mortality 

Two  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  occurred  ;  one  died  on  the  first 
day  of  life  owing  to  prematurity,  and  the  other  died  at  the  age  of  six  months 
from  polioencephalitis.  The  infant  mortality  rate  of  24  per  1,000  live  births 
remains  low,  and  compares  favourably  with  the  figures  for  England  and 
Wales,  32  ;  for  the  Administrative  County  38,  and  for  the  aggregate  of  rural 
districts,  42. 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
I.  GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  Acres  ... 

Registrar  General’s  Estimated  Population 
Number  of  inhabited  houses 
Rateable  Value... 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 


39,378 

5,860 

1,765 

£84,485 

£337 
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SI. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Lave  Births: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

**•  •••  ••• 

46 

35 

81 

Illegitimate 

...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

..  — 

1 

Total 

...  ...  ...  ... 

47 

35 

82 

Rate  per  1,000 

of  estimated  population- 

-140. 

Stillbirths: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

_ 

1 

I 

Illegitimate 

...  ...  ...  ... 

— 

..  — 

— 

Total 

...  ...  ...  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths — 

12-05. 

Deaths  : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

32 

34 

66 

Crude  corrected 

death  rate  all  causes  per  1,000  Estimated 

Population 

...  ...  ...  ... 

... 

...  ... 

11-3 

Adjusted  death  rate  all  causes  per  1,000  Estimated  Population 

11-4 

Death  Rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

...  ... 

0-51 

99  99 

Tuberculosis,  all  forms 

... 

...  ... 

0-51 

??  9  9  99 

Respiratory  diseases  other  than 

T.B.  ... 

0-85 

99  99  99 

Cancer 

... 

...  ... 

1-71 

99  99  99 

Heart  and  Circulatory 

Diseases 

.  .  .  ... 

3-58 

Infant  Mortality  : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

— 

2 

2 

Illegitimate 

...  ...  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Death  rate  of  infants  per  1,000  live  births — 24-0. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATHS 


Cause  of  Death 

M  ale 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

2 

1 

3 

Influenza  ...  ...  .... 

... 

— 

1 

1 

Acute  infectious  Encephalitis 

... 

— 

1 

I 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

... 

1 

l 

2 

Cancer  of  Breast 

... 

— 

9 

jLj 

9 

Cancer  all  other  sites  ... 

... 

1 

6 

6 

Xntra  Cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

... 

7 

4 

11 

Heart  Diseases... 

... 

13 

8 

21 

Pneumonia 

... 

2 

9 

4 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

... 

— 

i 

I 

Appendicitis 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

1 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

... 

— 

l 

1 

Nephritis 

... 

1 

— 

1 

Congenital  Malformation,  Birth  Injury, 

In- 

fant  Disease 

.  .  • 

— 

l 

1 

Other  Violent  Causes  ... 

... 

2 

— 

2 

All  Other  Causes 

... 

2 

6 

8 

All  Causes 

... 

32 

34 

66 
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COMPARATIVE  STATISTICAL  TABLE 


Wharfedale 

R.D. 

Aggregate 
of  W.R. 

Rural 

Districts 

W.R. 

Admin. 

County 

England 

and 

Wales 

BIRTH  RATE 

Per  1,000  Estimated  Population 

140 

18-4 

17-2 

16-7 

DEATH  RATE 

All  per  1.000  Estimated 
Population 

All  Causes 

11*3 

10-8 

12-1 

11*7 

Zjomotic  Diseases 

— 

•09 

•08 

X 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 
System 

0-51 

0-31 

0-32 

0-40 

Other  F orms  of  Tuberculosis . . . 

* 

•06 

•05 

•05 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding 
T.B.  of  Respiratory  System) 

0-85 

1-31 

1-44 

X 

Cancer  ... 

1*71 

1-61 

1-81 

1-87 

Heart  &  Circulatory  Diseases... 

3-58 

3-70 

4-19 

X 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

24-0 

42 

38 

32 

DIARRHOEA  (Deaths  of  in¬ 
fants  under  2  years  of  age 
per  1,000  Live  Births) 

3-95 

3-27 

3-0 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 
Puerperal  Sepsis 

013 

0-15 

0-22 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

~ 

0-90 

0-68 

0-76 

X  Figures  not  available. 


SECTION  II 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 
Staff 

The  Staff  has  remained  unaltered  with  a  part-time  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  who  also  administers  the  Health  Services  of  the  area,  and  with  a 
Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  an  additional  Sanitary  Inspector  to 
deal  with  the  important  problems  of  rural  hygiene. 

Ambulance  Service 

The  Rural  District  has  been  served  throughout  the  year  by  the  County 
Ambulance  Service.  An  area  control  station  has  been  established  at  Birken- 
shaw,  near  Bradford,  for  long  distance  cases,  and  for  purposes  of  co-ordination. 
Routine  cases  other  than  infectious  diseases  are  dealt  with  by  the  Ambulance 
Depot  at  Guiseley.  Infectious  cases  are  conveyed  by  the  ambulances  attached 
to  the  various  infectious  diseases  hospitals. 

Laboratory  Faciiifies 

Material  for  bacteriological  and  pathological  examination  may  be  sent 
by  the  Public  Health  Department  and  General  Practitioners  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratories  at  Wakefield  or  Leeds  which  also  accept  milk,  ice  cream, 
and  other  foods  for  bacteriological  investigation.  Chemical  analysis  of  water, 
milk,  and  foods,  is  undertaken  by  Messrs.  Richardson  &  Jaffe,  Public 
Analysts,  Bradford. 
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Home  Nursing,  and  Midwifery 

During  1949,  Home  Nursing  and  Midwifery  have  been  undertaken  by 
-  nurses  employed  by  the  West  Riding  County  Council.  The  parishes  of  Nesfield- 
with-Langbar,  Middleton  and  Denton  have  been  the  responsibility  of  the 
midwife  and  home  nurse  at  Ilkley.  The  parishes  of  Weston,  Askwith, 
Blubberhouses,  Fewston,  Timbles  Great  and  Little,  Clifton-with-Norwood  and 
Farnlev,  have  been  looked  after  by  the  two  nurses  and  one  full-time  midwife 
based  on  Otley.  The  parishes  of  Stainburn,  Lindley,  Leathley,  Castley, 
Arthington,  Bramhope,  Carlton,  and  Pool  have  had  the  services  of  the  district 
nurse -midwife  a  t  Pool.  A  relief  district  nurse -midwife  is  available  for  holiday 
reliefs. 

Arrangements  have  on  the  whole  worked  very  smoothly. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics 

Clinics  held  at  Otley  and  Ilkley  are  available. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics 

The  Clinics  at  Ilkley  and  Otley  are  attended  by  mothers  from  the 
District.  A  Child  Welfare  Clinic  was  opened  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  at 
Craven  Institute,  Bramhope.  With  the  assistance  of  a  keen  local  committee, 
this  clinic  has  done  a  useful  first  year’s  work.  A  Health  Visitor’s  clinic  for 
weighing  babies  was  opened  at  Pool  in  November,  1949. 

School  Clinics 

Sessions  are  held  weekly  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centre. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary 

Sessions  are  held  weekly  at  Whiteley  Croft,  Station  Road,  Otley. 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinics 

Cases  of  Venereal  Diseases  are  referred  for  treatment  to  the  Special 
Department,  Leeds  General  Infirmary. 

Hospitals 

The  General  Hospital,  Otley,  has  been  the  principal  hospital  for  the 
district  both  for  general  diseases  and  maternity  cases.  The  Coronation 
Hospital,  Ilkley,  admits  general  cases. 

The  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Menston,  was  closed  in  the  middle  of 
the  year  and  later  reopened  as  a  long  stay  children’s  hospital.  Infectious 
cases  are  admitted  to  the  Seacroft  Hospital,  Leeds,  the  Fever  Hospital,  Leeds 
Road,  Bradford,  and  the  Harrogate,  Knaresborough  and  Wetherby  Joint 
Isolation  Hospital.  Some  difficulty  was  at  first  encountered  over  the  collec¬ 
tion,  disinfection  and  return  of  infected  bedding,  but  this  has  now  been 
overcome. 


SECTION  III 

HEALTH  AND  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

The  Health  of  the  district  during  the  year  1949  was  good.  Except  for  a 
small  epidemic  of  measles  among  young  children  in  the  first  two  months  of 
the  year,  the  district  was  singularly  free  of  infectious  and  other  diseases.  This 
occurred  in  spite  of  a  very  dry  summer  following  a  mild  winter  ;  a  state  of 
affairs  which  might  have  been  expected  to  favour  the  spread  of  water  and 
milk  borne  infections.  The  serious  water  shortage  was  most  severely  felt  in 
the  Fewston,  Blubberhouses,  and  Norwood  area  ;  a  milk  producing  area 
which  is  to  be  provided  with  a  piped  water  supply.  This  scheme,  which  has 
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been  under  consideration  for  a  long  time,  received  the  approval  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  but  work  had  not  been  started  by  the  end  of  the  year.  A  piped 
water  supply  to  the  village  of  Clifton  has  been  the  subject  of  discussion  with 
the  Ministry  of  Health  owing  to  the  acid  quality  of  the  water.  The  difficulty 
has  been  overcome  by  agreeing  to  eliminate  lead  pipes  and  cisterns.  It  is 
hoped  that  this  scheme  may  be  completed  in  1950. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  water  supply  to  the  village  of  Denton  was  a 
piped  supply  derived  from  the  Otley  main,  consideration  was  given  to  the 
possibility  of  installing  a  small  sew^age  scheme  for  the  village.  The  proposal 
had  not  proceeded  beyond  the  stage  of  preliminary  investigation  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 


SECTION  IV 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Diphtheria 

No  cases  of  diphtheria  or  of  suspected  diphtheria  were  reported  during 
the  year. 

Scarlet  Fever 

There  were  8  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  1949  compared  to  18  cases  in  1948. 
As  mentioned  in  my  report  for  1948,  an  investigation  into  the  incidence  of 
Scarlet  Fever  and  sore  throats  was  made  at  the  National  Children’s  Home, 
Bramhope.  A  very  low  streptococcal  carrier  rate  was  found.  This  finding, 
together  with  the  significant  fact  that  cases  ceased  to  occur  when  the  farm  milk 
was  scalded,  pointed  to  the  possibility  that  the  milk  from  the  school  farm  was 
the  means  of  conveying  the  infection.  The  findings  were  reported  to  the 
school  authorities. 

Measles 

Ninety  cases  of  measles  were  recorded  owing  to  a  moderately  severe 
epidemic  confined  to  the  first  two  months  of  the  year.  The  epidemic  was 
mainly  confined  to  Bramhope,  Arthington  and  Pool.  There  was  another 
small  and  unconnected  outbreak  at  Askwith. 

Whooping  Cough 

The  28  recorded  cases  of  whooping  cough  were  spread  throughout  the  year, 
although  more  cases  occurred  during  the  warm  months. 

Polioencephalitis 

A  child  of  six  months  was  taken  ill  very  suddenly  and  died  shortly  after 
admission  to  hospital.  The  diagnosis  was  polioencephalitis. 

Food  Poisoning 

Only  9  persons  were  notified  as  suffering  from  food  poisoning,  and  many 
of  these  were  very  mild  cases.  In  no  instance  was  it  possible  to  trace  any 
definite  cause.  There  was  nothing  in  the  nature  of  an  outbreak  of  food 
poisoning  during  the  year. 
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CC 
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CC 
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Vi 

UI 
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< 
ui 
co 
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Totals 

28 

qo 

pH 

90 

pH 

rH 

pH 

pH 

05 

CO 

ID 

rH 

Dec. 

1 

<M 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

oq 

Nov. 

1 

pH 

pH 

l 

1 

1 

1 

I 

oq 

X* 

Oct. 

CD 

rH 

oq 

l 

1 

1 

1 

1 

pH 

O 

pH 

Sept. 

CO 

1 

1 

1 

l 

1 

1 

1 

pH 

X|H 

Aug. 

x* 

co 

1 

CM 

1 

pH 

1 

pH 

pH 

oq 

pH 

July 

! 

I 

pH 

1 

1 

l 

pH 

1 

oq 

June 

1 

pH 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

oq 

r- 

May 

CD 

pH 

! 

xH 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

pH 

pH 

April 

pH 

1 

pH 

Oq 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

X* 

Mar. 

oq 

1 

pH 

CD 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

C5 

Feb.  1 

pH 

1 

ID 

35 

pH 

1 

I 

1 

r 

|  42 

Jan. 

rH 

1 

t 

oq 

pH 

1 

1 

1 

i 

i 

44 

Disease 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  . 

Pneumonia  ... 

Measles 

Erysipelas  ... 

Dysentry  ... 

Puerperal  Fever 

Poliomyelitis 

Food  Poisoning 

Totals 

TABLE  SHOWING  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 
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SECTION  V 
TUBERCULOSIS 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

(a) 

Number  of  cases  on  Register  at 
1/1/49  . 

26 

19 

7 

12 

<&) 

Number  of  Cases  notified  for 
first  time  in  1949 

3 

1 

(c) 

Number  of  cases  restored  to 
Register 

(d) 

Number  of  cases  added  to 
Register  other  than  by  notifica¬ 
tion  ...  ...  ...  ... 

2 

1 

(e) 

Number  of  cases  removed  from 
Register 

5 

4 

1 

(/) 

Number  of  cases  remaining  on 
Register 

26 

16 

7 

12 

NEW  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  NOTIFIED  DURING  1949 


Pulmonary. 

M.  F. 

Non-Pulmonary 
M.  F. 

0—5 

— 

. _ 

_ 

1 

6  —  10  . 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

11  —  20  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

21  —  40  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

41  —  60  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Over  60 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

3 

• 

— 

1 

During  the  year  1949,  three  male  cases  of  pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and 
one  female  case  of  glandular  Tuberculosis  were  notified  for  the  first  time.  In 
addition,  two  male  and  one  female  cases  of  pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were 
added  to  the  register  by  transfer  from  other  districts.  Nine  pulmonary  and 
one  glandular  cases  were  removed  from  the  register,  three  having  died,  four 
removed,  two  removed  or  lost  sight  of,  and  one  refused  treatment. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  courtesy  and  consideration.  To  the 
Clerk,  Mr.  Newstead,  and  his  staff,  I  am  indebted  for  help  readily  given 
whenever  required.  The  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Ashworth, 
has  always  been  ready  to  give  me  the  benefit  of  his  long  experience  and 
knowledge  of  the  district. 

I  am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  A.  W.  PROCTER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


WHARFEDALE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Rural  Council  Offices, 
Boroughgate, 

Otley. 

August,  1950. 

Mr  Chairman  and  Members, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  twenty-fourth  Annual  Report 
upon  the  sanitary  progress  in  your  district  during  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1949. 

A  great  deal  of  work  has  been  carried  out  and,  apart  from  certain  classes 
of  timber  and  steel,  all  materials  are  now  free  from  control. 

The  amount  of  housing  work  which  can  be  carried  out  without  licence 
is  still  restricted  to  £100,  and  until  the  end  of  1949,  the  figure  remained  at 
£1,000  for  certain  other  classes  of  work,  including  farm  buildings.  It  was 
then  reduced  to  £500. 

The  position  in  connection  with  the  erection  of  houses  by  private  enter¬ 
prise  remained  at  1  in  5  throughout  the  major  portion  of  the  year,  but  in 
November  a  circular  was  received  that  no  further  licences  for  the  erection  of 
houses  by  private  enterprise  must  for  the  time  being  be  issued,  and  the 
allocation  was  later  reduced  to  1  in  10,  i.e.,  1  licence  for  the  erection  of  a 
house  by  private  enterprise  to  9  for  the  erection  of  houses  by  the  Council. 

This  has  crippled  private  building  and  during  the  year  only  9  houses  were 
completed. 

Building  by  the  Council  of  houses  on  the  Millcroft  Estate  at  Pool  pro¬ 
ceeded  throughout  the  year  and  24  dwellings  were  erected,  the  whole  of  the 
scheme  being  completed  in  November. 

In  addition  2  agricultural  cottages  were  completed  at  Denton  and 
4  at  Carlton. 

With  the  easing  of  the  supply  of  materials  and  labour  several  outstanding 
repairs  and  improvements  have  been  carried  out,  and  a  list  of  these  appears 
at  the  end  of  the  report. 

The  year  commenced  with  14  unabated  nuisances  and  these,  together 
with  a  further  376,  have  been  remedied  during  the  year. 

At  the  close  of  1949,  there  were  3  nuisances  still  requiring  attention. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  and  1948 

The  factories  in  the  district  have  been  visited  on  several  occasions  and, 
apart  from  one  instance,  the  requirements  of  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4,  6,  and  7, 
with  reference  to  cleanliness,  overcrowding,  temperature,  ventilation,  drainage 
of  floors  and  the  provision  of  adequate  sanitary  accommodation,  have  been 
satisfactory. 

The  instance  to  which  reference  is  made  above,  was  contained  in  a 
complaint  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  and  related  to  the  dirty  and 
unsatisfactory  condition  of  a  sanitary  convenience  serving  premises  at 
Bramhope. 

An  inspection  was  carried  out,  and,  in  response  to  my  request,  the 
Owner  at  once  limewashed  and  cleansed  the  convenience. 

There  is  only  one  mill  chimney  in  the  district,  and  there  has  not  been 
any  nuisance  from  the  emission  of  black  smoke. 

There  are  not  any  outworkers  throughout  the  whole  of  the  district. 


10 


* 


FACTORIES  ACT 

PRESCRIBED  PARTICULARS  ON  THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


M/c. 

Number 

on 

Register 

(3) 

Number 

of 

M/c. 

Line 

No. 

(7) 

Premises 

(1) 

Line 

No. 

(2) 

Inspec¬ 

tions. 

(4) 

Written 

Notices 

(5) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

(6) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local 
Authorities 

1 

12 

16 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  (1)  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  . . . 

2 

16 

48 

1 

99 

2 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Lo¬ 
cal  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  out -workers 
premises) 

3 

1 

8 

Nil 

99 

3 

Total 

29 

72 

1 

99 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 

in 

M/c 

Referred 

which 

M/c 

Particulars 

(1) 

Line 

No. 

(2) 

Found 

(3) 

Remedied 

(4) 

to  H.M. 

In¬ 

spector 

(5) 

By  H.M. 
In 

spector 

(6) 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(7) 

Line 

No. 

(81 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  ... 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

4 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

5 

9  9 

99 

99 

99 

99 

5 

Unreasonable  temperature 

| S « 3)  •••  •  • »  ••• 

6 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

6 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

7 

99 

99 

99 

9  9 

99 

7 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6) 

8 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

8 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

9 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

9 

( b )  Unsuitable  or  defective 

10 

1 

1 

99 

1 

99 

10 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

11 

Nil 

Nil 

99 

Nil 

99 

11 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 

relating  to  Outwork) 

12 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

12 

Total 

60 

1 

1 

99 

1 

99 

60 
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MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 


viz. 


The  number  of  registered  slaughterhouses  is  the  same  as  last  year, 
4,  and  they  are  situate  as  follows: - 


Bramhope 

Pool 

Langbar 

Norwood 


1 

1 

1 

1 


The  abattoir  in  Otley  is  still  used  for  the  slaughter  of  animals  for  the 
Wharfedale  district,  and  only  private  slaughtering,  i.e.  pigs,  etc.,  for  home 
consumption,  is  carried  out  on  the  premises  situate  in  this  area. 


All  the  buildings  have  periodically  been  inspected  and  it  has  not  been 
necessary  to  report  unfavourably  in  any  instance. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  carcases  slaughtered  and 
inspected  during  the  year,  together  with  figures  as  to  the  amount  of  meat 
condemned. 


Cattle 

ex¬ 

cluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known)  ... 

• 

— 

— 

— 

— 

57 

Number  inspected  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

53 

AH  diseases  except  Tuberculosis: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  ... 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

• 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  ... 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  ■ 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-66% 

During  1949,  food  was  inspected  and  dealt  with  as  follows 


Type  of  Food. 

Quantity 

Action  taken’ 

Evaporated  Milk 

8 — 13  ozs,  tins 

Decomposed  and  destroyed 

Condensed  Milk... 

13 — -13  ozs.  tins 

do. 

Tinned  Peas 

1 — 19  ozs.  tin 

do. 

Corned  Beef 

6  lbs. 

do. 

Cheese 

4£  lbs. 

Mouldy  and  destroyed 
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Under  Part  1,  Section  14  (2)  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  we  have 
12  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream. 

Periodical  inspections  are  carried  out  to  ensure  that  conditions  are 
hygienic,  and  there  has  not  been  any  cause  for  complaint. 

There  is  only  one  fried  fish  shop  in  the  district  and  the  premises  are  clean 
and  satisfactory. 

Preserved  foods,  etc.,  are  not  prepared  on  any  premises  in  the  district. 


WATER  SUPPLIES  A^B  SEWERAGE 

Arthisigton 

The  old  portion  of  the  Village  has  a  private  supply  of  water  and  sewage 
system  and  there  are  also  three  small  disposal  plants,  one  serving  the  Con¬ 
valescent  Home,  one  the  School  and  3  cottages  and  the  third,  Warren  Farm 
and  2  cottages. 

During  the  year  the  works  attached  to  the  school  were  cleansed  and 
reconditioned  and  repairs  were  carried  out  to  the  inlet  pipe  serving  the  plant 
at  the  Convalescent  Home.  It  was  also  necessary  for  overgrown  vegetation 
to  be  removed  from  the  Warren  Farm  Works. 

The  Creskeld  Lane  Area,  above  Coates  Wood,  receives  a  supply  of  water 
from  the  mains  of  the  Leeds  Corporation,  and  sewage  is  treated  at  the  Pool 
Works. 

Askwifh 

The  Township  has  a  small  sewage  disposal  plant  provided  by  the  Council 
in  1940,  which  adequately  serves  the  Village  property. 

Water  is  obtained  from  the  mains  of  the  Otley  Council  by  (1)  a  system  of 
pumping  to  the  property  on  a  higher  level  than  the  main  and  (2)  gravitation 
to  the  Village  proper.  Apart  from  occasional  defects  in  the  pump,  which  have 
caused  temporary  shortages  of  water,  the  supply  has  been  satisfactory. 

Bramhope 

The  sewage  from  property  in  the  Bramhope  Moor  area  is  treated  at  the 
Camp  Plantation  Sewage  I/Vorks,  property  to  the  East  of  Breary  Lane  is 
drained  into  the  outfall  sewer  of  the  Leeds  Corporation  at  Golden  Acre,  and 
property  to  the  West  of  Breary  Lane  discharges  into  sewers,  the  effluent  from 
which  is  treated  at  the  Pool  Works. 

During  the  year  the  Camp  Plantation  Works  have  been  repaired  and 
cleansed,  and  the  6  in.  sewer  on  the  Leeds-Otley  road  has  been  extended 
from  the  Church  to  Bramhope  Grange. 

The  whole  of  the  Township  is  adequately  supplied  with  water  from  the 
mains  of  the  Leeds  Corporation. 

Btubberhouses,  Fewston,  Norwood 

The  properties  in  these  townships  are  mostly  farmsteads  with  their  own 
cesspools  and  septic  tanks  for  the  treatment  of  sewage. 

A  scheme  for  supplying  water  has  been  under  consideration  for  some  time 
and  a  Ministry  of  Health  Inquiry  was  held  in  1948,  but  unfortunately  it  has 
not  yet  been  possible  to  commence  the  work. 

The  existing  supplies  are,  in  many  instances,  not  only  inadequate  but 
impure,  and  the  scheme  is  vital  and  urgent. 

During  the  drought  several  properties  were  entirely  without  water,  and 
arrangements  were  made  for  a  daily  supply  to  be  obtained  from  the  Pumping 
Station  of  the  Leeds  Corporation  at  Norwood,  and  delivered  to  the  various 
properties.  The  emergency  existed  from  July  until  the  beginning  of  November. 
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Carlton 

There  are  two  small  sewageworks  which  serve  the  Village  and  these  are 
fairly  satisfactory.  New  parts  were  obtained  and  fitted  at  the  Council’s 
works  and  the  solids  were  removed  from  the  precipitation  tank. 

A  supply  of  pure  water  is  obtained  from  the  mains  of  the  Yeadon  Water 
Company. 

Castley 

The  Village  is  adequately  suppled  with  water  from  the  mains  of  the 
Leeds  Corporation. 

Owing  to  a  defective  'water  pump  serving  an  outlying  cottage,  difficulty 
was  experienced  in  obtaining  a  supply.  The  owners  therefore  provided  a 
new  pump  and  the  supply  was  restored. 

There  is  not  a  system  of  sewerage,  and  drains  discharge  into  cesspools, 
soak  away  s,  etc. 

Denton 

Some  of  the  properties  receive  a  supply  of  water  from  the  mains  of  the 
Otley  Council  and  the  remainder  from  springs.  It  appears  to  be  quite  adequate. 

The  sewage  arrangements  are  very  primitive,  and  a  sewer  and  disposal 
works  should  be  provided  for  the  village  proper. 

Farnley 

A  private  water  supply  and  sewerage  sysem  serve  the  Village  properties 
and  the  outlying  farms  and  cottages  rely  on  spring  water  and  the  treatment 
of  sewage  in  cesspools  etc. 

Owing  to  the  drought  in  the  Summer,  the  water  supply  proved  inadequate 
and  arrangements  were  made  by  the  Farnley  Hall  Estates  for  a  daily  delivery 
of  water  to  the  affected  properties,  from  the  main  of  the  Otley  Council  in 
Farnley  Park. 

In  order  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  this,  it  is  intended  to  augment  the 
existing  supply  from  springs  located  to  the  North  West  of  th®  Village. 


Leathley 

The  majority  of  the  dwellings  receive  water  from  the  mains  of  the  Leeds 
Corporation  and  a  few  outlying  premises  have  a  spring  supply. 

There  is  a  small  private  disposal  plant  for  the  treatment  of  sewage  from 
the  village  properties,  and  the  remainder  of  the  dwellings  are  provided  with 
septic  tanks,  cesspools,  etc. 

Lindiey 

There  is  neither  a  piped  water  supply  nor  a  sewage  disposal  plant  for 
this  small  hamlet  of  houses. 

Water  is  therefore  obtained  from  springs  and  the  premises  drain  into 
septic  tanks  or  soakaways,  etc. 

Middleton 

The  Village  receives  a  supply  of  water  from  the  4  in.  main  of  the  Ilkley 
Council  served  from  the  Marsh  Ghyll  Reservoir.  The  Sanatorium  and 
dwellings  attached  thereto  also  receive  water  from  the  Marsh  Ghyll  Reservoir, 
but  by  a  separate  main.  The  outlying  farms  rely  on  spring  supplies. 

In  1947  the  Ilkley  sewer  was  extended  to  serve  this  Township  and  during 
the  year  under  review  the  drains  serving  the  Village  properties  were  relaid 
and  connected  thereto.  In  consequence  of  this  it  was  possible  for  8  privies  to 
be  converted  to  the  water  carriage  system. 
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Nesfield-with-Langbar 

A  supply  of  water  to  Nesfield  Village  is  provided  by  means  of  a  1-in.  pipe 
taken  from  the  3-in.  main  of  the  Ilklev  Council  near  the  entrance  to  Nesfield 
Court.  It  is  adequate  for  existing  requirements  only. 

A  sewer  runs  through  Nesfield  Village  and  this  discharges  into  a  small 
disposal  plant.  There  are  also  4  septic  tanks  for  dealing  with  sewage  from 
other  properties. 

In  order  to  serve  a  newly  erected  residence,  100  yards  of  6-in.  pipes  have 
been  laid  and  connected  to  the  Council’s  sewer  and  disposal  plant. 

Property  in  the  Langbar  area  is  dependent  on  a  supply  of  water  from 
springs,  and  sewage  is  treated  by  various  methods,  i.e.,  a  small  disposal 
plant,  septic  tanks,  cesspools  and  soakaways. 

Newall-with-Clifton 

The  supply  of  water  has,  for  a  considerable  time,  been  very  unsatisfactory 
and  residents  have  been  warned  to  boil  all  water  used  for  drinking  purposes. 

The  Council’s  Engineers  have  prepared  a  Scheme  for  providing  a  whole¬ 
some  supply  of  piped  water  from  springs  at  Greystone  Plantation,  South  of 
Askwith  Moor,  and  this  has  received  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
The  contract  has  also  been  let,  but  at  the  close  of  the  year  work  was  not 
commenced. 

The  question  of  the  provision  of  sewers  is  another  matter  requiring 
attention,  as  existing  methods  are  very  primitive  and  unsatisfactory. 

Pool 

The  township  is  efficiently  sewered  and  has  a  disposal  works  which  also 
deals  with  sewage  from  portions  of  Arthington  and  Bramhope. 

As  stated  in  previous  reports,  these  works  have  been  considerably 
overtaxed  for  a  long  time,  and  in  1948  I  reported  that  the  extention  of  the 
Works  had  been  commenced. 

The  construction  of  the  new  beds  proceeded  throughout  the  early  part 
of  1949,  and  the  work  was  completed  in  June. 

In  April  the  engine  and  pump  was  out  of  order  and  the  makers  were  called 
in  to  carry  out  the  required  repairs  and  replacements. 

The  major  portion  of  the  Township  is  served  with  water  from  the  mains 
of  the  Leeds  Corporation,  but  a  few  properties  receive  a  supply  from  the 
Council’s  own  undertaking. 

At  Pool  Bank  there  is  also  a  small  private  reservoir  which  serves  one  or 
two  dwellings  on  the  Quarry  Farm  Estate.  This  water  is  periodically  sampled 
and  is  always  shown  to  be  satisfactory. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  it  was  found  that  the  Council’s  supply 
was  polluted,  and  in  order  to  effect  a  remedy  work  was  carried  out  at  the 
reservoir  and  storage  tank. 

In  consequence  of  this  a  further  sample  of  water  was  taken  in  June,  and 
the  water  was  then  pure. 

However,  in  October  adverse  reports  were  again  received,  and  additional 
work  was  carried  out  at  the  storage  tank,  but  the  water  was  still  shown  to  be 
polluted. 

Residents  of  the  properties  served  were  therefore  warned  to  boil  all 
water  for  domestic  use,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  source  of  contamination 
had  still  not  been  ascertained  in  spite  of  many  and  varied  efforts  of  invest¬ 
igation  and  tests. 

Stainburn 

Apart  from  two  newly  erected  cottages  in  Merry  Bank  Lane,  which  ob¬ 
tain  water  from  the  main  of  the  Leeds  Corporation  and  are  connected  to  the 
sewer  of  the  Wetherby  Council,  all  properties  receive  a  supply  of  water  from 
private  springs  and  there  has  not  been  any  report  of  inadequacy. 

Treatment  of  sewage  is  carried  out  by  means  of  cesspools,  soakaways  etc. 
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Timble  Great 

The  Council  has  a  small  water  undertaking  in  this  Parish  which  is  barely 
adequate  for  present  requirements,  and  it  has  been  suggested  that,  in  order 
to  take  in  additional  properties,  the  scheme  be  augmented  from  springs  on 
Snowden  Moor,  but  the  proposals  are  only  in  embryo. 

During  the  year  it  was  found  that  contamination  of  the  water  was  taking 
place,  and  in  order  to  effect  a  remedy,  repairs  were  carried  out  to  the  inspec¬ 
tion  chambers  along  the  pipe  line. 

"When  the  work  was  completed,  further  samples  of  water  were  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination,  and  the  reports  showed  the  water  to  again 
be  pure  and  wholesome. 

Later  in  the  year  there  was  further  evidence  of  pollution,  although,  at  the 
source,  the  supply  remained  pure. 

At  the  end  of  1949  the  cause  of  pollution  was  still  under  investigation. 

Sewage  treatment  in  this  Parish  is  by  means  of  cesspools  and  soakaways. 

Timble  Little 

This  small  hamlet  has  a  spring  supply  of  water  and  sewage  is  treated  in 
cesspools  and  soakaways. 

Weston 

The  parish  is  supplied  with  water  mainly  from  private  sources,  although 
3  cottages  at  East  Wood  are  connected  to  the  main  of  the  Otley  Council 
which  runs  in  close  proximity,  and  so  also  is  Weston  Lodge. 

Treatment  of  sewage  is  by  means  of  small  privately  owned  disposal 
plants,  cesspools  and  soakaways. 

General 

During  the  year  the  question  of  the  purity  of  water  has  been  under  my 
constant  supervision,  and  altogether  28  samples  have  been  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination,  13  of  which  were  satisfactory  and  15  unsatis¬ 
factory. 

10  samples  were  also  submitted  for  chemical  analysis,  all  of  which  were 
satisfactory. 
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NUMBER  OF  HOUSES  AND  POPULATION  SUPPLIED  FROM  PUBLIC 

WATER  MAINS 


Parish 

Supplied  direct  to  house 

By  Standpipes 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

Arthington 

130 

433 

_ 

_ 

Askwith 

55 

183 

— 

— 

Blubberhouses 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bramhope 

.  569 

1,897 

— 

— 

Carlton  ... 

27 

90 

— 

— 

Castley  ... 

17 

57 

— 

— 

Clifton-with-Ndrwood . . . 

44 

147 

— 

— 

Denton  ... 

37 

124 

— 

— 

Farnley  ... 

40 

133 

— 

— 

Fewston 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Leathley 

60 

200 

— 

— 

Bindley 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Middleton 

24 

80 

— 

— 

Nesfield- with -Langbar 

39 

130 

— 

— 

Newall  -  with-Clif  ton 

49 

163 

8 

27 

Pool  ... 

430 

1,433 

— 

— 

Stainburn 

6 

20 

— 

— 

Timble  Great  ... 

20 

67 

— 

— 

Timble  Little  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Weston 

4 

13 

— 

— 

Total 

1,551 

5,170 

8 

■  27 

I 


WATER  MAIN  EXTENSIONS 

Bramhope  ...  ...  ...  ...  102  yards  4  in.  main. 

Stainburn  ...  ...  ...  ...  48  yards  3  in.  main. 


SEWER  EXTENSIONS 

Bramhope  ...  ...  ...  ...  345  yards  6  in.  pipes. 

Nesfield  ...  ...  ...  ...  100  yards  6  in.  pipes. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER 

As  foreshadowed  in  my  Report  for  1948,  the  duties  under  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Order  were  transferred  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
on  the  1st  October,  and  my  remarks  therefore  relate  only  to  the  first  9  months 
of  1949. 

It  was  with  regret  I  saw  the  passing  of  these  duties  as,  during  my  long 
connection  with  Wharfedale,  it  has  been  my  constant  endeavour  to  improve 
conditions  and  methods  of  production,  and  as  I  look  back  I  feel  we  can  be 
justly  proud  of  the  greatly  improved  conditions  and  enlightened  outlook  of 
the  farmer  in  matters  of  hygiene. 

As  I  have  travelled  about  the  Country,  especially  in  the  South,  I  have 
been  able  to  compare  conditions,  and  I  can  safely  say  the  majority  of  the 
farms  in  Wharfedale  are  of  a  very  high  standard. 

The  number  of  wholesale  traders  on  the  register  in  1949  was  177,  and  the 
number  of  retail  milk  sellers  registered,  25. 

80  samples  of  milk — as  compared  with  134  for  the  whole  of  1948 — were 
taken  from  “Accredited”  and  “Tuberculin  Tested”  farms,  68  of  which  were 
satisfactory  and  12  unsatisfactory. 

These  figures  show  that  in  1949  85%  of  the  samples  passed  the  prescribed 
tests  as  compared  with  73%  for  the  previous  12  months. 

One  sample  of  milk,  which  proved  to  be  satisfactory,  was  taken  from  the 
only  pasteurising  establishment  in  the  area. 
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“  x4ccredited  ”  producers  have  again  been  transferred  to  the  production 
of  ‘‘Tuberculin  Tested”  milk,  and  the  number  of  licences  in  force  increased 
from  37  to  48. 

40  licences  for  the  production  of  “  Accredited  ”  milk  were  issued,  as 
compared  with  50  during  1948. 

Alterations  and  improvements  have  been  carried  out  to  the  farms  set 
out  below  : — 

1.  Black  Hill  Farm,  Langbar. 

2.  Bride  Cross  Farm,  Clifton. 

3.  Dob  Park  House  Farm,  Weston. 

4.  Bland  Hill  Farm,  Norwood. 

5.  Hopewell  Farm,  Carlton. 

6.  Novia  Farm,  Carlton. 

7.  Hardisty  Farm,  Denton. 

8.  Hathenshaw  Farm,  Denton. 

9.  Hollingley  Farm,  Denton. 

10.  Leyfield  Farm,  Langbar. 

11.  Old  Hall  Farm,  Clifton. 


SCAVENGING  AND  SALVAGE 

Since  the  Council  commenced  this  service  towards  the  end  of  1946,  very 
few  complaints  have  been  received  and,  on  the  whole,  the  work  is  efficiently 
and  satisfactorily  carried  out. 

Tipping  is  by  controlled  methods  on  to  tips  situate  at  Bramhope,  Pool, 
Timble  Great  and  Nesfield,  and  I  have  not  received  any  complaints  of 
untidiness,  etc. 

At  Bramhope  and  Pool  minor  rat  infestations  have  occurred,  but  owing 
to  periodical  baiting  they  have  never  become  a  serious  nuisance. 

I  set  out  below  figures  showing  the  distance  travelled  and  the  number  of 
conveniences  emptied  for  the  12  months  ending  on  the  31st  December,  1949. 

Conveniences  emptied  Yearly  Total  Weekly  Average 

Dustbins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32,924  ...  633 

Ashpits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,347  ...  26 

Privies,  Pails,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,158  ...  22 


35,429  681 


Distance  travelled  ...  ...  ...  5,097  miles  98  miles. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  yearly  total  for  1948  was  35,310,  which 
shows  that,  over  the  period  of  12  months,  work  has  been  maintained  on 
practically  the  same  level. 

Although  the  demand  for  waste  materials  is  not  now  so  great,  we  have 
continued  the  collection  of  salvage,  and  our  results  are:-; — 

Total  Weight:  59  tons,  10  cwis.  3  Cjrs.  Value  £366  1 6s.  lid. 


NOTICES  SERVED 

IVSilk  and  Dairies  Order 

Notice  of  Breach  of  Regulations 
Circulars  re  limewashing 
Letters,  etc. 

Verbal  Notices 

Housing  Acts — 

Letters,  etc. 

Verbal  Notices 

Public  Health  Act,  1936- 

Section  75 
Section  39 
Informal  Notices 
Letters,  etc. 

Verbal  Notices 


11 

270 

10 

21 

30 

11 
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2 
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53 
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NUISANCES  ABATED 

W.C’s  provided  in  lieu  of  privy  middens 
Privies  abolished 
W.C’s  provided  in  lieu  of  pails 
Pails  abolished 

Additional  W.C’s  provided  to  existing  property 
W.C’s  provided  to  new  property  ... 

W.C’s  repaired,  renewed  or  cleansed 
Defective  sewers  repaired  or  relaid 
Obstructions  removed  from  sewers 
Defective  drains  repaired  or  re  laid 
Obstructions  removed  from  drains 

Drains  connected  to  sewer  which  previously  discharged  into  cesspools 
,,  „  ,,  „  „  _  „  „  ,,  soakaways 

Nuisances  caused  by  overflowing  cesspools 
Cesspool  pumps  repaired 
Septic  tanks  repaired  or  cleansed 

Septic  tanks  constructed  to  treat  sewage  effluent  ...  ...  ... 

Manhole  covers  repaired  or  renewed 

Sewageworks  repaired,  cleansed  or  extended 

Nuisances  caused  by  pollution  of  streams 

Sewage  dykes  cleaned 

Land  tiles  laid  to  abate  flooding  ... 

Nuisances  caused  by  flooding  of  becks 
Nuisances  caused  by  rat  infestations 
Nuisances  caused  by  overhanging  trees  ... 

Nuisances  caused  by  accumulations  of  rubbish  ... 

Water  pipe  line  inspection  chambers  repaired 

Nuisances  caused  by  pollution  of  water  collecting  chambers  ... 

Water  pipes  repaired  or  renewed 

Premises  provided  with  fresh  supply  of  water  as  a  result  of  previous 
supply  being  defective  or  polluted 
Dis-used  water  tanks  filled  with  puddle  etc. 

Water  pumps  repaired  or  renewed 

New  dustbins  provided  in  lieu  of  defective  receptacles  ... 

Houses  provided  with  additional  ventilation 
House  window  frames  repaired  or  renewed 
Window  sash  cords  renewed 

House  and  bedroom  ceilings  replastered  or  repaired 
House  and  bedroom  floors  repaired  or  relaid 
External  house  walls  repointed  or  repaired 
Internal  house  walls  replastered  or  repaired 
House  roofs  repaired  or  renewed 
House  doors  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

Old  property  provided  with  baths  and  hot  water  systems  etc. 

Defective  sinks  repaired  or  renewed 

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed 

New  wash-basins  provided  to  existing  property 

Defective  gullies  and  ^ishbricks  repaired  or  renewed 

Defective  fire-ranges  and  ovens  repaired  or  renewed 

Defective  washing  coppers  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

Defective  fireplace  flue  repaired 
Fallpipes  repaired  or  renewed 
Eaves  spouting  repaired  or  renewed 
Defective  stair  treads  repaired  or  renewed 
House  paths  and  drives  repaired  or  renewed 
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INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS  OF  ENQUIRY 


Farms 

Public  Health 

Housing 

Drains 

Sewers 

Sewage  works 

Schools 

Slaughterhouses 
Factories 
Food  and  Drugs 
Infectious  Diseases 


244 

877 

381 

136 

128 

192 

19 
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72 


71 

37 


GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS 

As  already  stated,  the  extension  at  the ’Pool  Sewage  Works  has  been  com¬ 
pleted  during  the  year,  and  it  is  hoped  the  acquisition  of  this  additional  land 
will  be  the  means  of  relieving  the  overtaxing  of  the  existing  beds. 

Sewers  are  required  in  Clifton,  Denton  and  a  portion  of  Arthington,  but 
the  present  cost  of  work  of  this  nature  is  very  heavy  and  it  may  not  be  pos¬ 
sible  to  proceed  with  all  of  the  schemes  for  some  considerable  time. 

The  provision  of  water  supplies  to  (1)  Blubberhouses,  Fewston  and  Nor¬ 
wood  and  (2)  Newall-with-Clifton,  was  not,  unfortunately,  commenced,  but 
negotiations  for  the  Newall-with-Clifton  Scheme  were  completed  and  it  is 
hoped  the  work  will  be  carried  out  during  1950. 

The  scheme  for  the  Blubberhouses,  Fewston,  Norwood  areas  is  very  ur¬ 
gent,  owing  to  both  inadequacy  and  pollution  of  existing  supplies.  I  eagerly 
look  forward  to  the  commencement  of  this  work. 

The  Timble  supply  is  also  inadequate  to  meet  all  requirements,  and  in 
the  very  near  future,  it  will  be  necessary  for  additional  springs  to  be  harnessed 
to  augment  this  supply. 

The  Council’s  housing  programme  has  been  fairly  satisfactory  and  du¬ 
ring  the  year  24  houses  were  erected  at  Pool,  which  completed  the  Millcroft 
Estate  Scheme. 

The  work  on  the  Bramhope  site  was  not  commenced,  but  it  is  hoped  that 
1950  will  see  the  completion  of  negotiations  and  that  building  will  be  started. 

Six  Airey  houses  for  agricultural  workers  were  completed — 4  at  Carlton 
and  2  at  Denton — and  construction  has  been  commenced  on  the  houses  at 
Arthington,  Stainburn  and  Norwood. 

Several  improvements  have  been  carried  out  to  both  farms  and  dwellings, 
and  only  in  a  very  few  instances  have  statutory  notices  been  served.  It  has 
not  been  necessarry  to  resort  to  legal  action  on  any  occasion. 

In  spite  of  the  very  dry  summer,  the  health  of  the  district  has  been  good, 
and  apart  from  a  slight  epidemic  of  measles  in  January  and  February,  there 
has  been  little  incidence  of  infectious  disease. 

I  should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Council  for  their  consideration  throughout  the  year,  and  to  extend  my 
thanks  to  our  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Dr.  Procter)  and  our  Clerk  (Mr. 
Newstead)  for  their  help  and  guidance. 

I  am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  ASHWORTH,  c.b.s.i.,  m.s.i.a. 
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